Autoantibody reactivity in serum of patients with Alzheimer's disease and other age-related dementias.
Serum antibodies against a series of antigens, including an organ-specific central nervous system (CNS) antigen and the neurotransmitter serotonin, were investigated in 22 patients with Alzheimer's Disease (n=15) and other age-related dementias (n=7) by indirect immunofluorescence assay and enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay. Patients with dementia showed an increase of antibody-positive sera against nuclear antigen, gastric parietal cells, CNS antigen, gangliosides (Gm1), laminin, and keratin. Alzheimer's Disease patients alone exhibited antibodies against CNS antigen. However, the results do not show sufficient specificity and sensitivity for use as a diagnostic indicator.